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Follow Ten Commandments on sequential steps into the BHSA (in Bible OL) to

communicate core content

• Background: interpretation, previous work on Joshua and Exodus 19

• Body: ten steps help the interpreter or translator to move from grammatical features 

(cohesion) over key words and style (coherence) to historical, biblical and current 

concerns (context); illustrated for the short text in Num 21,4-9

• Biblical application: Education; The Danish translation, “The Free Bible”



▪ Exegesis, text-grammar, 
discourse-linguistics, literary 
reading, translation, 
exposition or … ?

▪ Eep Talstra and the ETCBC: 
synchronic analysis → 
diachronic explanantion

▪ The ANK method (in Danish) 

▪ My ”ten commandments” –
”10 Cs”

Interpretation English

3x3+1 10 C’s

1 COHERENCE

1.1. Co-text

1.2. Composition

1.3. Clause

2. COHESION

2.1. Concepts

2.2. Creativity

2.3. Communication

3. CONTEXT

3.1. Culture

3.2. Commentary

3.3. Canon

4. CUMMUNITY

Danish 

3x3 ANK

1 COHERENCE

1.1. Afgrænsning

1.2. Afsnit

1.3. Argumentation

2. COHESION 

2.1. Nøgleord

2.2. Nærlægning

2.3. Nyhed

3. CONTEXT

3.1. Kontekst

3.2. Kanon

3.3. Kirke



▪ ETCBC research: text display for analysis

Text analysis



▪ Computational display (1995): 
functional discourse grammar

Book of Joshua



▪ Diachronic: 
sources

▪ Synchronic: 
literary-linguistic

Ex 19-20

Chiastic structure (19,16-19)

A 16a Sound of horn

B 16b People trembled

C 17 People approached

X People stopped

C 18a God descended 

B 18b Mountain trembled

A 19a Sound of horn

>Moses SPEAKS –God ANSWERS



▪ Practical 
iIlustration of 
my 
commandments

Num 21:4-9
10C-analysis – ten commandments for analysis
1 COHERENCE syntactic

1.1. Co-text: Unit within chapter and book

1.2. Composition Determine narrative or dialogic units

1.3. Clause Argumentation in clause structure

2. COHESION semantic
2.1. Concepts Keywords

2.2. Creativity Literary and stylistic features

2.3. Communication News and communicative action

3. CONTEXT literary
3.1. Culture Historical-cultural background

3.2. Commentary Previous scholarship

3.3. Canon Inter-textual parallels

4. CUMMUNITY Church and society



▪ Bible OL 
indentation

▪ A translation of 
Num 21:4-9 (e.g. 
https://worldenglish.
bible/ )

https://worldenglish.bible/


Unit within chapter and book

▪ Beginning

▪ End

▪ Unit in textual framework

Numbers: Itineray structure

1,1-10,10 Sinaj: Departure laws

10,11-12,16 Sinai-Kadesh

13-19 Desert: Wanderings

20-21 Kadesh-Moab

22-36 Moab: Conquest preparations

V Desert wandering  (15:1-19:22)

. In Travel to Paran (10:11-12)

. 1 Departure and leadership (10.13-32)

2 The fire at Tab’era (10.33-11.3)

3 Quails in Kibrot-ha-Ta’ava (11:4-34)

. 4 Rebellion of Mirjam and Aron (11:35-12:15)

. 5 Rebellion of spies and people (12:16-14:38)

. Cl Defeat at Horma (14:39-45)

V Desert wandering  (15:1-19:22)

. 1 Laws for the land  (15:1-41)

. 2 Rebellion of Kora and Datan (16:1-17:26)

. 3 Roles of priest and levites (18:1-32)

. 4 Red heifter cleansing (19:1-22)

VI Falls victory en route to Moab (20:1-21:35)

. In Death of Mirjam in Kadesh (20:1)

. 1 Fall of Moses at Meriba (20:2-13)

. 2 Edom´s refusal of passage (20:14-21) 

. 3 Death of Aron on Hor (20:22-29)

. 4 Victory at Horma (21:1-3)

. 5 The Bronze Snake in the desert (21:4-9)

. 6 The Conquest of East Jordan (21:10-35)

VII Bileam blesses Israel (22:1-24:25)

VIII Fall, Laws and settlement  (25:1-33:49)

. In Arrival at Shittim (25,1a)

. 1 Fall and role of Pinehas (25:1b-18)



Determine narrative and dialogue

▪ Time, place, person, event

▪ Episodes: 3 (v 7b?)

▪ Quotes: 3



Argumentation in clause 
structure

▪ Parallel, subordination or 
new beginning

▪ RGG focus for Num 21:5 



Argumentation in clause 
structure

▪ Parallel, subordination or 
new beginning

▪ RGG focus for Num 21:5 
Winther-Nielsen, Nicolai. 2021. Why Eve 

Shouldn’t Eat The Snake: An Informed 

Answer from Focus Structure and 

Reference Tracking in Biblical Hebrew. In 

Robert Van Valin (ed), Challenges at the 

Syntax-Semantics-Pragmatics Interface. A 

Role and Reference Grammar 

Perspective, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
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Argumentation in clause 
structure

▪ Parallel, subordination or 
new beginning 

▪ RGG focus for Num 21:5

▪ Focus structure: selective 
focus wᵊnafšēnû qāṣāʰ

▪ Syntactic codes

RRG Focus

Predicate Focus

Sentence Focus

Argument Focus

Types

NewFoc

CorrFoc

SelFoc

ContrFoc



Keywords

▪ Active and accessible 
referents 

▪ Leit-Wörter: People

▪ shift from yiśrāʔēl (21,2)
to ʕam

▪ Two kinds of snakes



Literary and stylistic features

▪ Charaterization

▪ ḥāṭāˀnû (v 7)

▪ dibbarnû vaYHWH 

▪ Stylistic features:

▪ lāmāʰ rhetorical (5a)

▪ instant response (v 6a)

▪ ´a large part of the people died 
from Israel’  (v 6)

▪ Repetition of same genre

▪ Ex 17:1-6 > Num 11:1-3 > Num 
21:4-9



News and communicative 
action

▪ Newsworthy concepts: 
identification/sensation

▪ Snake drama > bronze 
snake

▪ Interjunction relations 
(Renkema)

wᵊhāyāh 

kol-hannāšûx            wᵊrāʔāʰ

wᵊrāʔāʰ ʔōtô  

wāḥāʸ



Historical-cultural background

▪ Comparative-historical material

▪ Snake devination texts at 
Ugarit

▪ Archaeological evidence

▪ Social and anthroplogical data



Previous scholarship

▪ Textual criticism: ancient 
versions

▪ Commentaries: dialogue 
with other readers

▪ Higher criticims: source-, 
form-, tradition-, redaction-
, reader-response-, gender 
and race criticisms



Inter-textual parallels 

▪ Hebrew Bible

▪ Ps 78:19, 34 (poetic 
version)

▪ Moses as intercessor

▪ Greek New Testament

▪ John 3,14-15

▪ Law and Gospel



Text in church and society

▪ Pastoral use

▪ Contemporary culture

▪ Global church



▪ My Biblical Hebrew 
language learning 
(Nicolai Winther-
Nielsen)

▪ Historical –cultural 
exegesis (Jens 
Bruun Kofoed)

▪ Project for 
peaching from the 
Hebrew Bible 
(Christian Canu 
Højgaard)

Education at Danish Bible Institute (DBI)



▪ ETCBC potential

▪ Den Frie Bibel 
https://denfriebibel.
dk/ (the Free Bible) 

▪ Select ETCBC 
display – first Bible 
translation with 
indentations (?)

Translation

https://denfriebibel.dk/


▪ Study Bible 
for lay 
readers

Bible OL

poten-

tial



Questions and 
comments

Contact:

nwn@dbi.edu

Thank you!

https://denfriebibel.dk/

